[Extracellular proteases of stromal origin: contribution to tumor progression and therapeutic perspectives].
For a long time, extracellular proteinases were thought to be expressed by the cancerous cells and only able to cleave extracellular matrix components, in order to promote tumor cell invasion. Recent works have now demonstrated that these proteinases are currently synthesized by stromal fibroblastic cells and that some of them may exhibit additive function(s). These findings lead to a new therapeutical concept leading to target the activity of stromal proteinases, and most notably of the matrix metalloproteinases.